This was followed later by the formal establishment of a genetic counselling clinic in Queen Elizabeth Hospital in 1975 . For the next five years, this clinic was conducted on a monthly basis. Chromosome studies (on orcein stained preparations) were performed at the back bench ofa paediatrics laboratory without the benefit of assistance from any technician. This was the modest start of medical genetics in Hong Kong. Towards the end of this period, it was considered desirable to set up a formal clinical genetic service. Professor M Ferguson-Smith from the University of Glasgow was invited in 1978 by the Medical Faculty of the University of Hong Kong to recommend the establishment of a genetic department at the university. Subsequently, Professor P E Polani from London was invited by the Department of Medical and Health Services of Hong Kong (DMHS) to look into the feasibility of establishing a genetic service in Hong Kong. As a result, a comprehensive scheme was proposed,4 defining in detail the structures of such a service, with its components of genetic counselling clinics, cytogenetic laboratories, and neonatal screening programmes. It also dealt with the staffing of these services and training of personnel. This plan was adopted by DMHS and has been followed faithfully in the past decade. As 
